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Department Head Meeting Highlights
On May 28th the topics discussed included the following:

· Riverfest Update – An antique tractor parade may be added for Sunday.  Volunteers are still working on final details for several of the events.

· Small Cell Wireless – Last year the legislature passed laws relating to small cell wireless, which allows providers (e.g. Verizon, Sprint, etc.) to attach their hardware to public infrastructure such as electric poles, water towers and structures.  These laws lay out guidelines and parameters, but cities need to adopt policies and ordinances to insure full compliance with the laws.  A nearby community was approached by a small cell wireless provider and we anticipate Windom could be seeing a similar request.  Staff is going to meet this week to discuss the issue and make recommendations on any revisions needed to our Right of Way ordinance.

· Electric Line Worker Hiring – The City Council approved the hiring of Levi Bunting and Lucas Christians.  Both of them will start through our Department as apprentices.  Levi and Lucas started with the City on May 22nd.  Please welcome both of them to the City.

· Flood Plain Study – The City Council approved some funds for a consultant to work with data provided by FEMA updating flood plain delineation. The preliminary information from the consultant is completed and the new mapping from FEMA was provided for review on May 29th.  A meeting with FEMA is scheduled for June 14th at the Cottonwood County Courthouse to review this data and discuss any conflicting information.  For Windom there are some properties that will benefit from the new information but there are some proposed changes that would bring parcels into the flood plain.

Activities & Project Updates

· Employee Appreciation Event – Event organizers met on May 29th to select a location, date and discuss the food and program.  More information will be coming to you as details are finalized.

· Insect Spraying – June 1st is the kick-off to the insect spraying season.  The Streets & Parks Department is anticipating starting on June 1 and then doing additional sprayings at least weekly.  Special treatments will be done for community activities such as Riverfest and County Fair.

· Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Funding – GREAT NEWS!  Governor Mark Dayton signed the bonding bill today that will provide Windom with an additional $3 million to help fund the upgrades at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Bids for the project are being solicited at this time with a bid opening in late June.  The City Council will then have until October to review bids and award the project if they choose to move forward.

· Pool Opening – The Recreation Director is tentatively scheduling June 6th as the opening day for the Pool.

· Long Grass – With the wet weather grass is growing like crazy.  City crews are busy with mowers to keep City parks and facilities looking good.  Private property owners are also receiving nuisance notices for long grass.  

· Trees Planted – The Tree Commission along with the Soil & Water Service facilitated the planting of boulevard trees in town.  Also, there were 500 trees planted on the Cemstone site as part of a grant that was overseen by the EDA office.  

· Bike Rodeo – Last night there was a bike rodeo that provided over 50 free bikes to the community.  Thanks to all those involved.

CITY COUNCIL – June 5, 2018
The upcoming City Council meeting will include these highlights:

1. Accepting Donations for the Library and Parks Department
2. Tree Committee – Authorization to Apply for A Grant
3. Fire Department Officer Appointments
4. Airport – Bid Award for Construction of 2 New Hanger Bays and Taxiway Extension
5. 2nd Reading of Ordinances for Sidewalk Cafes and Outdoor Liquor Sales

KUDOS
Last, but not least, I want to thank all of you for all your efforts on behalf of the City.  To help recognize City staff that go above and beyond, I am asking that if you have a co-worker you want to thank or recognize for their work please send me an email and I will include their name in the News & Notes Kudos.  

· Brad Bussa wanted to thank the Community Center Staff (Steve, Lois and Mindy) for their efforts to make the Community Center successful.
· Thanks to Cheryl Lillegaard for her work and for keeping the Power House looking good with flower boxes.
· Thank you to Officer Wallace for another successful year as School Resource Officer.



Thank you to everyone for your hard work and dedication to the City of Windom
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