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Department Head Meeting Highlights
On August 14th the topics discussed included the following:

· 1st Amendment Audits – The League of MN Cities sent out an email to cities that groups of people are going to communities and standing in public places (e.g. parks, streets, or public buildings) and videotaping city employees.  The purpose of this is to see if they will be harassed by city employees or the police.  While this activity may seem odd, it is within the public’s rights to be present in a public space and record activities.  One city in Colorado detained a person videotaping in public and the court awarded them $41,000 in a settlement as their rights were violated.  This may not happen in Windom, but as City employees we need to be aware of the public’s rights.

· Brad Bussa Retirement – On August 21st the City Council will be accepting Brad’s retirement letter from the Community Center.  Brad is the last of the original Community Center staff from when the building opened in 1999.  He has served approximately 15 years as the Community Center Director.  Many thanks to Brad for all his dedication to the citizens of Windom.

· City Council Filings – Filing for City Council closed August 14th at 5 pm.  There are three spots on the November ballot (JoAnn Ray, Bryan Joyce and Jayesun Sherman).  JoAnn Ray filed for the At-large Council position, John Nielson filed for Ward II and two people (Ken Derickson and Jenny Quade) filed for the Ward I position.

Activities & Project Updates

· Arena Ice Project – Work is underway to finish the piping for the compressors and staff (with hockey association volunteers) are putting back up the rink boards.  Events for the Fair are still scheduled as usual.

· Library – The Library has been given a date of September 10th for the window replacement.  The Windom library and other Cottonwood County libraries are having a special recognition day at the Cottonwood County Fair.

· Streets & Parks Department – Work is being done at Island Park by the school district to re-do the baseball\football fields.  The Baseball Association is going to be doing some work to improve the areas between the inner and outer fences and the City is working with the School on the replacement of the outfield fence which will change from wood to chain link.  FEMA is likely going to be involved in the cost of the fence replacement.  There is significant pressure on the City to also build new restrooms at Island Park.

· Electric Substation – A planned electrical outage is possible for August 25th.  Staff is going to be carrying the entire City electric load on the in-house generators as the new substation is connected to the power transmission lines.  Hopefully, there is cool weather and the load can be carried in-house.  IF the load cannot be carried by the generators some parts of town may lose power.  The maintenance window for this event is 8 am to 3 pm on August 25th.  If the weather is bad the alternate day is August 26th.

· Economic Development – Work is progressing on the development of three spec houses on lots behind the LaCanne Funeral home.  Also, some discussions are underway on a possible 16-24 unit multi-family project on the County Road to Wolf Lake.

· Telecom – Is continuing work on the conversion to Giga Centers for residential customers with about 33% completed.  They are also working on technical issues related to restoration of services after a power outage.

· Wastewater – The City Council will consider awarding $19 million in wastewater work (plant upgrades, engineering and inflow\infiltration work) on August 21st.  

· Airport – The fly-in breakfast is scheduled for August 26th at the Windom Municipal Airport.

CITY COUNCIL – August 21, 2018
The upcoming City Council meeting will include these highlights:

1. Recognition of Service for Brad Bussa
2. Wastewater Treatment Plant Bids and Acceptance of State Grant for $3 Million
3. Planning Commission Recommendations for Conditional Use Permits
4. Grant Agreement for $418,000 with the State for Residential Housing Rehabilitation
5. Report from the Hospital Board
6. Grant Agreement for Airport Funding
7. Art in Parks Policy 
8. Establishment of a Wellness Committee

KUDOS
Last, but not least, I want to thank all of you for all your efforts on behalf of the City.  To help recognize City staff that go above and beyond, I am asking that if you have a co-worker you want to thank or recognize for their work please send me an email and I will include their name in the News & Notes Kudos.  

· Thank you to Al, Dean, Daren and Chad for getting the Arena and grounds ready for the Cottonwood Co Fair
· Many thanks to Brian Underwood for managing and maintaining the Airport


Thank you to everyone for your hard work and dedication to the City of Windom
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